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SECTION A 
 
Answer five (5) out of ten (10) questions.  Refer very briefly to legal authority where necessary. 
Limit your answer to each selected question to no more than a few lines only.   
 
Each question is worth two marks.  Suggested time allocation for this Section: 25 minutes.  
 
 
1. Explain (and don’t just translate) the term pacta sunt servanda.   
(2 Marks) 
 
2. What is a peremptory norm?  Explain. 
(2 Marks) 
 
3. Who is bound by a treaty? 
(2 Marks) 
 
4. Who has standing before the ICJ? 
  (2 Marks) 
 
5. What is a ‘combatant’ in international humanitarian law? 
(2 Marks) 
 
6. Explain (and don’t just translate) the term uti posseditis juris. 
 (2 Marks) 
 
7.  What is the Yamashita principle? 
(2 Marks)  
 
8. When can exceptions to the prohibition under UN Charter Article 2(4) be justified?  
(2 Marks) 
 
9. List the principal maritime zones and how far they extend, in respect of coastal states 
(2 Marks) 
 
10. In simple terms, how can a case come before the ICC?  
(2 Marks) 
 
(Total number of marks for this Part: 10 Marks) 
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SECTION B 
 
This Question is COMPULSORY.  There is only one Question in this Section.   
 





South Oodnagalarbi is a small sovereign state which emerged after the break-up of the former 
Greater Oodnagalarbi. It is currently ruled by the National Disciplined Democratic Party 
(NDDP), a despotic association of military and ex-military officers.  Members of the NDDP are 
all of the Heckawi tribe, whose tribal lands are generally in the north and across the border into 
the former Greater Oodnagalarbi.  There is an alleged illegal opposition group, the People’s 
Front Freedom Fighters (PFFF), who are of Iardarno ethnicity.  The Heckawi who have a cattle-
owning tradition, have been at war on and off with the Iardarno, who traditionally grow 
ornamental flowers and grape vines, for generations.  Tensions have worsened recently as a 
severe drought has set in, and there is neither enough water nor enough land to support both 
tribal groups. 
 
In January 2014, the PFFF initiate open rebellion against the harsh NDDP regime when a 
secret codeword ‘Harvest-time’ is broadcast on the national radio system.  The PFFF occupy 
and sack government buildings and NDDP offices, execute members of the NDDP government 
and then commence a campaign to largely cleanse South Oodnagalarbi of the Heckawi.  They 
do this by searching villages and seizing property belonging to Heckawi families.  Men and 
boys over the age of 15 are killed.  Children under 15 are removed to special camps, called 
‘Purification Orphanages,’ where they are trained to spurn their Heckawi heritage and 
assimilate to the Iardarno culture.   
 
These actions are carried out by order of Imda Bossmann, the self-styled ‘President’ of the 
PFFF, who wants remaining Heckawi to work as unskilled underclass performing the menial 
tasks while the Iardarno run the country and leisurely tend their ornamental flower crops and 
grape vines. 
 
Heckawi Women under 40 are taken to separate camps, under the control of the Committee 
Against Vice.  Especially attractive young girls are taken to a camp commanded by Captain 
Arpper. When they arrive, each guard selects the girl of his choice, under Captain Arpper’s 
supervision, to service him sexually. Often the guards quickly tire of the girls, and swap them 
among themselves for ‘a bit of variety.’ On one occasion, Captain Arpper overheard a guard 
called Private Louwerr offer to sell his current girl to a friend for four hundred shekels so that he 
(Louwerr) could cover last night’s gambling debts.  
 
Captain Arpper is not interested in the goings on of his men. He has only ever seen one girl 
who took his fancy – he took her out of the group on arrival and moved her to his personal 
quarters. He says that because she has never tried to run away, she clearly wants to be with 
him. 
 
Throughout the PFFF campaign, a radio personality called Alan, popularly known amongst the 
Iardarno as the ‘Voice of the People,’ continues to broadcast, directing PFFF forces to the 
remaining hamlets of Heckawi people and encouraging them to complete their task quickly so 
that the Iardarno can begin to plough and plant their ornamental flowers and tend their grape 
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How might international criminal law apply to: 
 
a. President Bossmann of the PFFF; 
b. Captain Arpper; 
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SECTION C 
 
Answer ONE (1) out of three (3) essay questions.  
 
DO NOT attempt a question which covers similar ground to that in your assignment for this unit. 
 






Six western powers and Iran recently reached an agreement on Iran’s nuclear power capacity, 
leading to an eventual progressive lifting of UN sanctions. It has also prompted Russia to 
resume delivery of sophisticated missile systems to Iran, and for Israel to threaten to attack 
Iran’s nuclear facilities. 
 
Within the bounds of established and customary international law, discuss the options available 
to, and constraints upon, both Russia and Israel in respect of their dealings with, or action 





To what extent might intervention in Syria under UN auspices, over what is essentially a 
domestic matter, be justified under international law?   
 
Include in your answer a consideration of the issue of recognition of the opposition forces by 
other states, and whether that recognition is consistent with the principles of international law.  





The relationship between international environmental law and international trade law is a close 
one, but not often a mutually beneficial one.  In cases of conflict, environmental law invariably 
loses. 
 
Explain and discuss the main legal issues and problems in the relationship between 
environmental protection and international trade law.  Cite case law and treaties as appropriate 
to justify your position. 
 
[END OF EXAMINATION PAPER] 
 
 
 
 
